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March for Babies 2009 Quick Facts
What is March for Babies?

March for Babies is the March of Dimes biggest fundraiser and America’s favorite walking event. Money raised in March for Babies supports the March of Dimes mission to give every baby a healthy start. It is used to fund important research and community programs that help moms have full-term pregnancies and babies begin healthy lives. We’ve been walking since 1970 and have raised an incredible $1.8 billion to benefit all babies.
What happened to WalkAmerica?

In 2008, we officially changed the name of our event from WalkAmerica to March for Babies. The new name makes it very clear why we’re walking: to give every baby a healthy start. Our mission hasn’t changed. The March of Dimes continues to protect the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature birth and infant mortality.

Where is March for Babies held?
March for Babies takes place in more than 900 communities across the United States, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. To find a walk site near you, visit marchforbabies.org or look up your local March of Dimes chapter on marchofdimes.com.

When do we walk? 
In most communities, March for Babies is held at the end of April. Visit marchforbabies.org to find out exactly when your walk takes place. You can also contact your local March of Dimes chapter. 
How long is the March for Babies route?

Routes have no standard length, but most are 6 miles or under. If you can complete the route, great! If not, you can walk any distance that works for you. There are many snack and rest stops along the way. 
How big is March for Babies?

Every year, more than 7 million people get involved in March for Babies as sponsors, volunteers or participants.
How do I get involved?

You can raise money and walk as an individual, with a Family Team or with your company or organization. Can’t do the walk, but still want to get involved? Why not volunteer to register walkers, staff checkpoints or offer refreshments? Or you can sponsor friends, family members and co-workers with a gift to their walk. 
Why should my company join March for Babies?

Thousands of companies, schools and organizations get involved in March for Babies in their communities and show they care about moms and babies. And rallying behind a common cause is a great team-building experience. Company teams are an important part of the success of our event. In 2008, the top 25 company teams together raised an amazing $32 million. 
Which companies sponsor March for Babies?

Our national sponsors are Kmart, CIGNA, Farmers Insurance Group, FedEx, Famous Footwear, Liberty Tax Service and Continental Airlines. Some of our largest company teams are Kmart, CIGNA, Farmers Insurance Group, FedEx, Famous Footwear, Bank of America, CITI, Publix Super Markets, Knowledge Learning Corporation and Wachovia.
What makes Family Teams so special? 
Family Teams are made up of families and friends participating in March for Babies to celebrate or honor a baby in their lives. And many walk in memory of a baby who didn’t survive. These special teams remind everyone of the importance of the March of Dimes mission to help all babies be born healthy.
How is the money we raise used by March of Dimes?

The March of Dimes spends 77% of the money raised in March for Babies on research and programs that promote the health of babies. By walking and raising money, you help us:
· support all-important research offering preventions and solutions for babies born too soon or with birth defects
· educate women on things they can do to increase their chances of having a healthy baby
· provide comfort and information to families with a newborn in intensive care

· push for newborn screening and health insurance for all pregnant women and children. 
How do we sign up for March for Babies?

Register online today. Visit marchforbabies.org and sign up as an individual walker or team member. Our Web site gives you all the tools to kick start your campaign. You can also register by phone at 1-800-525-9255. Or you look up your local chapter on marchofdimes.com.
Why raise money online?

It’s fun and easy — you can start raising money with OFT as soon as you’re registered. Just e-mail everyone in your address book and ask them to make a secure donation with their credit card or PayPalTM. Our system automatically tracks your progress and sends a thank-you message and receipt to your donors. People who use the Online Fundraising Tool (OFT) raise up to three times the amount of people who don’t go online.
What is the March of Dimes?
The March of Dimes is one of the best-known charities in the country. We help moms have full-term pregnancies and healthy babies. And if something goes wrong, we offer comfort and information to families. We research the problems that threaten our babies and work on preventing them.
PAGE  
3

[image: image1.jpg]